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The Ottawa Centre RASC membership stands at 416, which includes 7 youth members and 38 lifetime members. Of 28
Centres in Canada, this is the second highest membership.

Our Centre meetings are held on the first Friday of each month at the Canada Science and Technology Museum. The
attendance at our monthly meetings frequently approaches or exceeds 150. Our new Meeting Chair, Brian McCullough,
has introduced a new meeting format with more involvement of Observers Group type of activities. The meeting’s astro-
photo presentations are accompanied description of the image particulars by the member submitting the image. These
images are also available to see on our Centre website. Brian has succeeded in emphasising the accomplishments of our
“Amateur Astronomers” (who in my opinion are very close to being “Professional Astronomers”!) A monthly
“Observers Challenge” is part of the meeting format, and our meetings have also involved rocket launches! Various
astronomical presentations by members and guests are also included in Brian’s meeting format. Brian also re-launched
“recorders notes” for our meetings.

Our Centre Annual Dinner was held on the 16th of November and was attended by 73 members and guests. Our speaker
this year was Chris Jones, the author of “Too Far from Home” which documented the life of the astronauts who were
stranded on the ISS immediately after the shuttle Columbia disaster. His presentation style and material was very well
received, a very entertaining evening! The door prize donations were from Focus Scientific, the RASC Ottawa Centre
and various members. Member donations included software, RASC coffee cups and a telescope! I want to make a special
“thank you” to our Vice President, Paul Harrison, for organizing the event.

The Centre’s star party coordinator, Alain Beaudoin, organized many public events this year. In spite of the weather, we
had at least three successful Pinhey’s Point Star Parties. On one of them we had 10 or 11 telescopes with up to 25
participants. Other events were in support of the Canadian Museum of Science and Technology which included
Astronomy Day, Comet Holmes and Winter Solstice in which we have had some success the previous years.

Member Mike Earl organized successful star parties at the Mill of Kintail with over ten telescopes involved and with
about 20 to 30 people attending.

Our Centre participated in International Astronomy Day on Saturday April 27" at the Museum of Science and
Technology of Canada. The program included demonstrations and displays within the museum and participation by
several telescopes outside the museum. Solar observing and daytime planets were observed by the public during the day
followed by an evening’s display of the sky by our members and their telescopes. This year we were joined by the
Ottawa Carleton Educational Space Simulation from Lisgar Collegiate Institute. They had various science and astronomy
demonstrations which complemented our involvement. We received a very sincere “Thank You” from the museum for
our efforts.

Our members also participated at the University of Ottawa for their fall homecoming event on September 27 to
30. Unfortunately the weather did not cooperate for observing but our members were on hand to give an astronomy
presentation.

Our annual picnic was again hosted by Linda and Rolf Meier. It was a beautiful day that concluded with a clear evening

for observing. The ISS and shuttle were visible for our event that evening. We even had some geology mixed in with
astronomy to compliment the day’s activities.
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The Centre's Fred Lossing Observatory (FLO), managed by Al Seaman, continues to be well used by members. A total
of 24 "keyholders" are registered who have full access to observatory equipment. In addition, numerous other members
use FLO as a dark site to set up their own equipment. There were no noteworthy equipment problems this year, and
maintenance work was largely limited to the usual routine things; grass and tree trimming in the summer, and snow
clearing in the winter. The site is accessible throughout the winter. The Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority (our
landlord) has cut down many of the encroaching trees that have been restricting our horizon, and this has greatly
improved conditions.

The SMARTScope team has been working to improve the reliability of the observatory and equipment. Improvements
were made to the dome, including a new dome controller. A new focuser was installed, which provides much greater
focus range than the original. This was necessary because the focus change over temperature was significantly larger
than the range of the original focuser, leading to problems with the automation. It also provided a more robust
attachment for the camera. A new computer has also been installed; however, the 8-port serial adapter used to
communicate with much of the equipment has failed and is currently being replaced. Once that is replaced we expect to
commence initial web observing operations.

Richard Kicksee has had a successful year highlighting our library to members during and after our monthly meetings.
Our library is named in the memory of Mr. Stan Mott, who had managed the library for many years. This year it was
revealed that Mr. Mott had bequeathed a substantial grant to the Ottawa Centre RASC from his estate. The Ottawa
Centre RASC council decided to allot this money to our library in Mr. Mott’s memory.

Upon the retirement of Mike Earl as the webmaster and after deliberations by Council, Richard McDonald is the new
manager of our web site. Mike Zeidler will be keeping the image section of the website up-to-date and Joseph Morgan
will be adding new articles as members input them.

After many years of being our Treasurer and professionally managing our finances, Steven Nourse had requested that we
find a replacement before his well earned retirement. Our search for a qualified member who would “volunteer” for the
job took several months. As of this fall we are pleased to accept Hans Brouwer as our new Treasurer. Hans and Steve did
a very professional “turnover” of the treasurer portfolio and we are very fortunate to have Hans give us his expertise for
the foreseeable future.

This year the “Paul Comision Observer of the Year Award” was awarded to Glenn LeDrew.
This year the Astronotes article of the year for his article was awarded to Richard Alexandrowich.

The Council approved special centre appreciation awards to our Secretary, Chris Teron and our past treasurer, Steven
Nourse, for their much appreciated centre achievements.

The council is also applying to national to grant a Service Award to Al Seaman for his management over the years of our
Fred Lossing Observatory.

Finally, the Royal Astronomical Society of Canada is “dedicated to the advancement of astronomy and allied sciences”.
The Ottawa Centre RASC has posted a position statement, approved by the council in April of this year, to affirm the
central importance of scientific theories in science education. Our statement reads in part “The RASC Ottawa Centre and
its publications will not promote any non-scientific explanations of the nature of the universe”. The complete position
statement may be seen on the Centre’s website at: http://www.ottawa.rasc.ca/science/index.html.

Charles O’Dale, President
RASC Ottawa Centre
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